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Introduced by the Council Member Gaffney and amended by the Land Use and Zoning Committee:
ORDINANCE 2017-436-E
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING CHAPTER 307 (HISTORIC PRESERVATION), ORDINANCE CODE; DESIGNATING A PORTION OF THE STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 325 EAST DUVAL STREET- THE YWCA/COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS BUILDING, OWNED BY THE ywca OF jacKSONVILLE, FL D/B/A COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS, INC., REAL ESTATE NUMBER 073617-0010, IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 7, DOWNTOWN JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA, AS A LANDMARK STRUCTURE; DIRECTING THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR TO ENTER THE LANDMARK DESIGNATION ON THE ZONING ATLAS; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO NOTIFY THE APPLICANTS, THE PROPERTY OWNER AND THE PROPERTY APPRAISER OF THE LANDMARK DESIGNATION AND TO CAUSE SAID DESIGNATION TO BE RECORDED IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville City Council (the “Council”) promulgated Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, to facilitate the designation of landmarks, where appropriate; and

WHEREAS, the structure to be designated by this ordinance is the “L” shaped portion of the building located at 325 East Duval Street, which fronts on the northeast corner of East Duval Street and Shields Place in downtown Jacksonville, constructed in 1949, Real Estate Number 073617-0010, in Council District 7(“the Subject Property”); and 
WHEREAS, the application for local landmark designation arose from a request for demolition pursuant to Section 320.407(b)(2), Ordinance Code, submitted by Chase Properties and Cathedral District-Jax, Inc. The Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission granted approval for a partial demolition of the rear, flat-roof portion of the structure located at 325 East Duval Street, so long as the “L” shaped remainder of the building on the Subject Property was designated a local landmark. A copy of the Order is attached hereto as Exhibit 1, and incorporated by reference herein; and
WHEREAS, the Subject Property has been identified as a contributing property in the Downtown Jacksonville Historic District listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2016; and
WHEREAS, in approximately 1949, the three-story Colonial Revival style building was designed and built as the new and improved facility to house the Young Women’s Christian Association (“YWCA”), which provided permanent and transient accommodations and services for young single women living and working in Jacksonville. The design of the Subject Property included dormitories accommodating 100 or more women, a club room, gym, and kitchen; and
WHEREAS, in 1995, the Subject Property received a 1.8 million dollar facelift and provided temporary housing for women and children, as well as various programs from day-care to academic enrichment activities; and

WHEREAS, the Subject Property was designed by architect Jefferson Davis Powell and constructed by Owen Preston Woodcock, both masters in their fields and identified as influencers of the development of the City of Jacksonville; and
WHEREAS, the Subject Property remains suitable for preservation or restoration based on its age, architectural style, and the character defining features of the building that remain despite minimal alterations; and

WHEREAS, the Subject Property exemplifies the Centered Gable subtype of the Colonial Revival architectural style, which was popular from 1880-1950, and the Subject Property still retains sufficient elements showing its architectural significance; and

WHEREAS, the property owners within 350 feet of the boundaries of the Subject Property have been notified of the intent to designate the Subject Property as a local landmark; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, the Council has considered the issue of designating the Subject Property as a local landmark, taking into consideration its importance and historical value, as more fully set forth in the Designation Application and Report of the Planning and Development Department, a copy of which is on file with Legislative Services as Composite A, and incorporated by reference herein (“the Application and Report”); and
WHEREAS, the application met four of the seven standards required for local designation; and

WHEREAS, public hearings have been held by the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission, the Council and its committees regarding the issue of designating the Subject Property as a local landmark; and

WHEREAS, on June 28, 2017, the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission reviewed and recommended approval of the designation of the Subject Property as a local landmark (the proposed minutes of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission are on file as Composite B); and

WHEREAS, the property owner has consented to this landmark designation (a copy of correspondence from the property owner indicating such consent is on file as Composite C); and

WHEREAS, by enacting this ordinance, the Council is exercising its power and authority to contribute to  the health, safety and welfare of the City of Jacksonville and finds that the Subject Property should be so designated as a local landmark; now, therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Designation of Landmark.  Pursuant to Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, the Council hereby designates the “L” shaped portion of the YWCA Building which fronts on Shields Place and E. Duval Street, located at 325 E. Duval Street, in Downtown Jacksonville, Florida, Council District 7, as described in the Application and Report (Composite A), as a local landmark.

Section 2.

Satisfaction of Requisite Criteria.  The Council hereby finds that the Subject Property satisfies four (4) of the seven (7) requisite criteria for designation as a local landmark as set forth in Section 307.104(j), Ordinance Code, and as more fully set forth in the Application and Report (Composite A). However, as to Paragraph “G” of the Report, the Council expressly does not render an opinion as to the future use of the property and thus is not basing its decision to approve the designation on the last two paragraphs of Paragraph “G”.

Section 3.

Landmark Designation on Zoning Atlas.  The Council hereby directs the Zoning Administrator to designate the Subject Property as a local landmark on the City’s Zoning Atlas.


Section 4.

Notice of Landmark Designation.  The Council hereby directs the Chief of Legislative Services to notify the applicants, the property owner, and the Property Appraiser of the designation of the Subject Property as a local landmark.


Section 5.

Recording of Landmark Designation.  The Council hereby directs the Chief of Legislative Services to record this ordinance in the public records for Duval County, Florida.


Section 6.

Effective Date.  The enactment of this ordinance constitutes a quasi-judicial action of the City Council and therefore shall become effective upon signature by the Council President and Council Secretary.
Form Approved:
     /s/ Susan C. Grandin_____
Office of General Counsel
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